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New hook honors the women
who made suffrage possible

By Niki Kottmann
Wyoming Tribune Eagle

Lastmonth, Wyomingites
celebrated aniconicmile-
stone:the 150th anniversary
ofthelawthatmade Wyo-
ming the first state (at the
time, aterritory) togrant
women suffrage.

OnMarch1,abookonthe
subjectof women’s suffrage
inthe Westatlarge willbe
published,and Cheyenne
wasone of several places au-
thor Chris Enssvisited to
gain abetterunderstanding
ofher subject.

“Wyoming, as youknow, is
suchanamazingplace,” Enss
said by phone fromher home
in Grass Valley, California.
“Wyomingembracesits his-
tory and holdsontoit.So
beingabletogotothose plac-
esandbeabletohangoutin
Wyominginvarious places—
you getasense of what that
history wastoadegree....It’s
sorichyouhavetowipeit
away like cobwebs.”

Theyear2020 marksthe
100th anniversary of the pas-
sage ofthe 19th Amendment,
and Marchis Women’s Histo-
ry Month, soEnss decidedit
was the perfecttime topub-
lish “No Place foraWoman:
The Struggle for Suffragein
the Wild West.” The titleis
thelatest of more than 40
booksshe’spennedaboutthe
0Old West, but the firstto dive
intoan aspectofhistory that
she’slong beenfascinated by.

About three years ago,
Enssdecidedtowork on this
book with editor Erin H.
Turner of TwoDotpublish-
ing. The pairhad worked
well togetherin the past,and
they share apassion for
women’s history —and how
the West factorsin.

“Iwasstruckbytheidea
that (women’s suffrage) was
granted firstinthe West, then
thenation,” Ensssaid. “The
whole movementbeganin
the Eastin Seneca Falls,and
thebill wasn’tgoingtobe
passedanything eastofthe
Hudson,butitwasall be-
cause of what was done west
of the Mississippi River.”

Ensslivesintheheartof
Californiagold country, Ne-
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vada County,whichisalso
where AaronSargentand his
wife, women’s suffragist
EllenClark Sargent, drafted
whatlaterbecamethe 19th
Amendment. One of the most
engaging partsofherre-
search, Ensssaid, took place
inthearchivesofherown
county history department,
where shereadseveral years
worth oflettersbetweenthe
coupleand SusanB. Anthony
(whothey metonatrainto
Wyoming afterinviting herto
sitand share food with them).
The amazingpieces of his-
tory she was able tofind after
unraveling theincredible, yet
difficult-to-decipherhand-
writing of these lettersisan
example of why leaning on
primary source materialis
key for Enss. As ahistory writ-
er,shesaid she doesn’tlike
herwork tobeaseries of facts
regurgitated fromanother

modern source. Instead, she
likesto digrightintothe heart
ofthematter, and there’sno
better way to dothat thanto
read personal letters.

Enssisalsoalicensed pri-
vateinvestigator,soin-depth
researchthatoftenincludes
intimate material has always
beenattractive toher.

Forthisbook, Enss said she
spentagreatdeal of timeinthe
first four statesthat granted
women the right tovote before
thenationwide amendment
waspassedin1920: Wyoming,
Colorado, UtahandIdaho.On
thesetrips,much of whatshe’d
learned fromresearch onher
previous books was further
validated.

“I’ve written somuch
aboutsoiled doves, the pros-
titutes of the Old West, that it
didn’tsurprise me, but soiled
doveswerethefirsttogetthe
righttovotein small towns
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Chris Enss is a New York Times
bestselling author.

because they owned proper-
ty, and they had to purchase
alicense toruntheirbusi-
ness,” Ensssaid. “It’snota
very attractive way tolook at
the suffrage movement, but
it’swhy I believe women
were able toadvance morein
the West than the East.”

Ensssaidthereasonthe
movement was successful
out West firstislargely be-
cause women had more op-
portunitiesin the West.
There werejobs, more le-
nient divorce laws and an
overall sense of freedom
from the established societal
roles of women back East,
leading women to play more
pivotal rolesintheirnew
communities asthey main-
tained a “zeal for reform.”

Thatempowerment that
comes withlearning how
these Western women
pushed the women’s suf-
frage movementforwardis
why Enss wrote her book.

“Ithinkjusttobeabletolet
young women know how
much women were ableto
achieve by having the grit
and couragetocrosstherug-
ged plainsto start new soci-
etiesin thisrugged frontier,”
she said of her goal with this
book. “Alotoftime people
feellikewe’re safe where
we’reat, we’rejustin our co-
coon and changes don’ttake
place there, butthey happen
by takingbroad stepslike
these women did.”

Niki Kottmann is the Wyoming Tri-
bune Eagle’s features editor. She can
be reached at nkottmann@wyoming
news.com or 307-633-3135. Follow
her on Twitter @niki_mariee.



